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Monthly meetings are held on the third Monday of each month

starting at 7,30.p.m,
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The Queenciand

Visitors arc always welcome.

OFFICE BEARZRS
Fr. Lec Coote

8rian McMahon
Russel Neclson
Tom Plunkett
Marnie Conway
Fenise Thompson
Linda Flatten

Monica Fienberxg

GENERAL COMMITTEE

071018 Garth Comerford

Peter Herzog
000s0

Anthony Elliot
Rucscll Nelson

Kath Vingoe
reter Herzog

federation of Bushwalking Clubs,

G.+.0. Bocx 1573,

BRISB.NE. 4001,

a party is over

EM ROENCY OfFICER
uc. The onus is on parents to telephone
Emergency Officer is listed uncer
wefore “p.m. at the earliest.
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16th Dec Social Christmas Party
12th-14th Jan ThroughwalkefBasecamp Blackfellow!s Falls
20th Jan Social ,~ Casino Night
26th - 29th Jan Boat Tf’i{a " Noosa Lakesg
11th Feb Daywalk Mt. Grevi"},@;e
17th Feb Social Poolside éér-Bar-Q
23rd -25th Feb Saftey & Training .
9th-11th March ERRTOET Mt. Ballow
17th March Social Progressive Tea
23rd-25th March Throughwalk Lobster Crk/
Booloomba Crk
gth April Daywalk Mt, Walker.
14th April Social Film Night
20th-23rd April Easter Morteon Island
11th -lSth»ﬂay Basecamp Wyberba
20th May Daywalk Mt. Misery
26th May Social Change of Sex
9th-11th June Throughwalk/ Cunninghams Gap/
- Basecamp Sgeamers
22nd- 24thNJune Saftey&Eraining j
NOTE, thinations close on the Monday before the trip¥social.
o-o7o—o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o.o-é-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-p\ 

~ At this poiht of time the commmittee wishes to extend to its
friends and fellow members a very mexry Christmas and a happy New

_ Year, s
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‘a1l ihe ¢.ub calendar for next year has been drawn up and
nriqted  What ewaculy Jdoes 1t mean. For some it means a tough bugger
"2 4imc trying Lo oroanise these trips. For others it means a real
cod bir 5 shaneo to ot out from the city and enjoy the bush, for

tievs it 123 4 chancge to boost their own enlarged ego‘and for the

net se tew 1o i their opporiunity to have a bitch and wonder why

ghey oven geo bush )
Now 3f novar befo cdub has come to its low point. It no longer
pelongs To the same tegory as the original Jrisbane C?th?llc
Bushwaiking Cliuk wnen wou think about it. The same @ t is no

longer 61 “he veare people nave become shallower
in itiez, narrowsr in mind, and generally have

ado cight Jacks att 7

Th ORI . At n 4hat Lhia

ll-‘e ;‘..-O()le'n qt “th(—: i LA .LJ \--.at Lh@.u is a
bus! net an excwse to conc ~ate in large groups
witi wng into the bush,

Thni: 1 - lot of difference but it helps to make people
more _aware and think of just what is happening and how he -t she
ca © fe Lf ma wanis  ¥o lend his hand Lo someone else
i : ine in nis oen self gainse

EDITQR.

AoVACancy eiX.
£ill this p
morthiy mee
Gencrsl Meet

M SRS S

or & delegate To Federation. The person to
1cula be keen and willing to attend " he

.

and repcrt to tne club members at the ~onthiy

O
s
-

L i
-

. o Geonerai Meetings tne riext General Meeting, for those
wWho minsod the Last will e hewd on the 18th December in

ROCH 2 o CLA . BULLDING

AW STREET CITY.

v~ ——— oy o A SATT LTI -
COPPOSITE &S JCENZ CAT HED AL
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S NAKE: !

For many just the word invokes shrinkning feelings of
fear and disgust, A loathing of the so-called slimy slithery
serpent exists in so many people. Yet this aversion is not
inherent but simply an attitude passed down through generations,

In Australia particu ‘rly, this instant reccil might secm to
‘be well founded. for Australia is a country well endowed with
reptiles, Indeed, they occur from the humid rainforest areas
of Nth Queensland to the summit of Mt. Kosciuskoc in the south,
From cool Tasmania to the deserts of inland Australia, reptiles
are occupying the widest range of ecological niches.

All reptiles belong to class Reptitia of the,6 anim2l kingdom,
This class is divided into four orders, only one of which will
intrest us here, the order Squamata, Futher di*-%in of the
order, into two sub-orders gives us sub-order Sauria (lizards) ®
and sub-order Serpentes(snakes). Lizards do not generally
suffer, at leesl to the same extent, the fate that awaits
snakes when they encounter man-death, Australian-‘lizards are
harmless and because of the high number of insects, spiders
and snails that they eat, they may be considered more ‘rantages
advantageous than the reverse. Their conservation is considered
deserved, if not because they are of any use to man, then by
the curiosity they provoke and their lack of malevalence.

However, should snake conservation really deserve thinking
about? Australia has about 140 types of snakes, falling into
five familie«, One family, the Hydrophiidae, contains the sea
snakes. All have a venom apparatus and fangs for paralysing
their prey and some are highly dangerous, but as a family they
are rarely encountered. Meetings with man are confined to
infrequent sightings in tidal rock pools and crevices, or
perhaps on the beach where they have been washed up during a
storm, Their movements are extremely handicapped by being out
of their natural element and invariably die unless they can
make it hack to the sea. Meetings in such places as coral reefs
and atolls may be more frequent and care should be taken when
swimming or diving in these warmer; </i"'lower areas,

Land siakes, however, are more likely to be seen, and it is
these whi:h invariably come to mind when snakes are mentioned.
Four fami.ies are represented in the terre ““rial snakefauna.
Least dangercus is the the fainily Thyplopidae, the worm snakes,
which number 'd species. They are small worm lik:
burrowers, rarely found above ground, All are harmless and
are infrequently met. Pythons are better known, and belong to
the sub-family Pythoninae of the family Boidae, Ten examples
live in Australia, ranging from the large scrub python (average
length abcut 15feet ) to the tiny childrens python at than
4 febt. Pythons have nc fangs and kill their prey by
asphyxiation, wrapping coils arocund the victim and constricting
to prevent respiration. Despite this grim description
Australian phythons arc harmless to man with the possible
exception of the vexy large scrub python, and these
inhabit only largely inaccessible far north rn rain forests.

T —
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SNAKE (cont'd.)

inhabit only largely inaccessible far northern rain forests. g
Family Calubridae contains some dozen species, belonging to four e
sub-fgmilies.kSuch bizzare reptiles as the aquatic flle §na§es'indto 4
slender tree-snakcs belong to this grouping. It 1s 1n this family too 2
that we see the first appearence of fangs and associated yenomsf s
on land, A few freshwater snakes and the brown tree snake have fangs .
in bhe back of the jaw. They kill for food with the aid of venom ¢
injected by these fangs but are harmless to man as the venom 1S a
of a mild toxicity and injected in such small QQantltleS'ancet s
again, most frequent specific niches where man is not cften met. s
I? only for this reason, their preservation continues. )
It is the family Elapidae which deserves a healthy respect. Such i
diverse members as the Ccbras and Coral snakes are found in this
family but it is only in Australia that they have reached such S
diversification, Over seventy represcntives occur here apd all : p
have venom glands and fangs, the latter located at the tips of 3
the top jaw. Rapid death to their prey is inevitable due to the venom k
injected from & bite. Surely it would be to cur advantage to eradicate
the'se potential killers, . ' b
Let's take a quick lock at t* 1ture of our enemy. Members of the d
family Elapidde constitute 63% of all Australian land snakes, If the d
venomous back fanged snak - waakes are included.” % of 0’

es i .

snakes are techhically v ngmoqsx 51u?+d tge ggv—terranean,;rarely seen Ct
snake-worms be discounted, thén the figuré approiches 80%. The bush
is riddled with death. Yy /

Of course this és fot s . Inly a small perc - e of the Elapidae
are dangerous to, mar. Fof example dgaths have beer -scorded from bites

by the © i tigdr sndke, ‘_atﬂ adder, brown gnake, and rough- '
scaled snake. /A few otEe:s such a$ the broad headed snake' and Stephen'™s
branded snake warramt treating with c¢aution but are usually only found
in total sanctuyaries. Nearly all other technically venomops snakes Y
are small innocuous creatures with only venom of sufficent strength
to kill their prey- small lizards, frogs and insects. This vast r=*rxity
i1s harmless t¢ man, g

a.

This fact is becoming increasingly well known and backyard snake- p:
running has a small but growin% number of devotees. The resultant a:
booming pet shop trade in harmless snakes is regrettable. Snakes are ar

highly nervous; delicate creatures with special appetite :

special care in order to survive in capiivity andpghis iz.iﬁsgziggig

not possible within the confines of a noisy, crowded pet shop. The

captured snakes emaciate and die, either while in the pet shoé cage FN
or shortly afterwards in the purchaseis cages, For people with an L

interest in snakes it is far better to learn about them by observations 5

at zoos and reptile parks where they are better cared for: i ===t
e It will be

for a more rewarding and usefull study as it is th Ty s o

¢ne natural behaviour of snakes., : @ best way to discover
Interrupting the delicate balanc of our environment ca .

digastrous result. The deadly snakes pre-viously mentiogeg ngengver

hope for protection, this would never work in reality anyhow, But all

the other snakes are needed to help Play a role in this natural

7 ’ ‘. g
Lrr, Y

e
2
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SNAKE (cont'd)

environment . The blossomiig of rodent popul: “ons, for ezample would
pe controlled their predators werafnt wantonly killed, Many snakes
eat mice and rics,

At the moment there is a depressing lack of acknowledgement of snakes
as such in the various State Feouna Acte and Ordinances. Fauna conservation
conservation is the prerogative of the State Governments and ther: is a
lack of uniformity resulting from the various criteria on which
conservation laws were iniroduced in the respective States. Snakee are
regarded as vermin in most States and as such can be killed without

a permit . Proposed new Acts and amendments in some States may be more
selectiv> an’ here some hope may be, Thewzetical protecfion in a

Fauna Act i3 not the only remedy, Public opinion needs to be altered
and education 2t an early age is desireably as conservation as a whole
is a concept, a way of life, not legal jargon on a piece of paper.

With education, comes the knowledge “o properly protect our snakes-
cation comes the knowledge of

so importani’ to have at hand. With oducati
its components; the

potential medical uses of snake venom and i
knowledae that not only cuddly little Koalas need protection; th~ .
knowledge that conservation as a whole warrants no qualifications,

The next lime you find a cerpent in a szttled area, have it collected
by an exper: if you can; a2t leas: see that id is carefully and humanely

destroycd. The rnext time you come across 2 serpent out in its own
domain, either ¢ ssino ° zoad or just sunning itself near a log think
of all the undesireak; <nvironmental changes we are witnessing,
consider its part in tpe ﬁebldgical format of the area.

If succesticns come to kill it, fimst spare a thought.”
It is crne of mans less dancerous enamies., i

0--0==0=C ~0-0=0=0-0

NEW Y. SR

« ——

ARRIR I

Yes, thore will be one this year! .

OfRielly's swings ét New Yea£ and we'll be there t i
along. Cont?ct Tom Plunkett.... 598646, if you need somg ggignghlngs
passengers for your car or if you need transbort. Th i
as - ycu - like baseca?p but rememE r \ imikias poey 2 do-
and dancing boots for t |

, er to bring both walki
he NEW YEAR ACTION! ) alking boots

o STEAK
YOUR  OwN D 50 Ny
! o - A s e
( ; / , P!
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[ “ITERS TO THE EUITOR

HOU LONG WiLL [HIS CLU3 LAST?
‘There arc four lactors which keep this club alive:

Firstly., this is mainly a Brisbane clab, that is, the vast
majority of the members live in Brisbane and tbere seems to be
liftlc pes:oibility of any change coming about in this respect.

The Catholic element of the clib is another vital factor. This is
rigidily enfcrced by memparship rules, Over the vyears there hag
been discussion on changing the ruleg “ut the only result_oﬁ this
has been that w2 allow a memb~r's non-catholic spouse to JO}n.the
club. At presery our activity as a club in the field of religion

is not good =t all. This can be ceen by the attendance at the annual
religious functions.

The othe twe factors are that we are bushwalkers and that we do
things togetine» as « club. At precant both these aspects are in
a very pucr state.

Of all ti.c Zouwn factors; i consider that bushwalking is the one

which keeps the zlub teogether., This is certainiy not Lo devalue

the Ca+tholic ra-urc of the cluk hut if tails club is to suvrvive,
aoing - =

4 o

peoplc amue tc hzve to do scm2 real bushwalking, which
means week 5 2773, if possille, tirough-walks, Day walks
and base rauns ootern T cut to ka2 bush nicaics. In the heyday
of the club %his was pot the case. Bacecampers tried to valk
more nniles “han thirouchwalkers.

So far this vear the club has had only one hard throughwalk,
iy

a
Mt, Barney. All ihe other Tthroughwglkes should be within the
capacity of each clitb member, Some tiaining may he necessary

for 2 nerbert's firot throughwalk but 2fter that the walks should
not presecnt zny problems.
Lest thowo he any doubt abeuft thc volue and benifits of the club,

vou to the many worthwhile and la~%ing

. ‘ / \ i . iTI‘j enc‘shj ]ps
Whl‘: Toonavd g_‘C"»"',T. 1 't.".I‘OUgh 2C T ive :‘,W_’?,rﬂ,borg 'xl‘! L. Cur ch b
o s - - P U

is unique in t

that it the only purely b?e%W3TUL“j ~10h which cwne its own
hut at Bavrey Creels, This hut, used b'

2t T . our own members as well as
other bu-hwalking clubs and private pcople, is worth a graetl

deal to us holp in terms of money value and for our pleasure. It is
worth keeping cui club active in oxder to raintain the hut in '
good xepair.

Some people might blame <he piccent low point of club activity
on to poor managemcis but 22 2 member of the present Committee
and the provious Tonmittens I fevl that T must point oot that this
is no* the case 1i the prosent apathy  of come members has rubbed
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