
.. 

JILALAN 

tun, 

CATHOLIC 

Price 10¢ 

MONTHLY CIRCULAR OF THE BRISBANE 

BUSHWALKING CLUB 

UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF OUR LADY OF THE WAY 

Registered in Australia for transmission by post as a periodica l 

BRISBANE 

nEc 1972 

NE CATHOuG 

DUCE MARIA 



CLUB ADNHESS: P.O, BOX 151, North Quay, Brisbane, 4000 

PHESDET 

Monthly meetings are held on the third Monday of each month 
starting at 7,30.p.m. Visitors are always we lcome . 

VICE-PRESIDcNI 

JUTIGS SICTREARY 

GË.RRL ECTRERA. Y 

TRE ASURER 

SOCIASECRERARY 

Sni TY & TRAINING 
OF:1CER 

1iford 

Brian Hanvin 

EDITGR 

EUPEN? HIRE 

JILALAN 

OFFICE BEARERS 
Fr, Lec Coote 

Brian MCMahon 

Russel Nclson 

Tom Plunkett 

Marnie ConwaY 

Denise Thompson 

Linda Platten 

BRISB. NE. 400. 

A onica fienberg 

reDRTION DELE ATES: 

GENERAL COMITTEE 

971018 

Anthony Elliot 

Russc11 Nelson 

Kath Vingoe 
Peter Herzog 

Garth Comerf ord 

Peter Herzog 

The Queenciand Federation of Bushwalking Clubs, 
G.F.0. Box 1573, 

PAGE 1 

EM RGENCY OFFICER 

0-0-0-Q-0 

522069 

913532 

702170 

598646 

360361 

981689 

953722 

702170 

64707 

here a party is overdue , the onus is on parents to telephone 

the emergency Officer. The Emergency Officer is listed under 

each trip, Ilease do rot ring before p.m. at the earliest. 
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16th Dec 

12th-l4th Jan 

20th Jan 

26th - 29th Jan 

llth Feb 

17th Feb 

23rd -25th Feb 

9th-llth March 

17th March 

23rd-25th March 

8th April 

14th April 

20th-23rd April 
llth -l3th May 

20th May 

26th May 

9th-llth June 

22nd- 24th June 

NOTE. 

Social 

Year. 

JILALAN 

Throughwal ke Ba secanp 
Social 

Boat Trip 

Daywalk 

Social 

Saftey & Training 

Social 

Throughwalk 

Daywalk 

Social 

Easter 

Ba secamp 

Daywalk 

Social 

Throughwalk/ 
Ba secamp 

Saftey&tra ining 

Christmas Party 

Blackfell ow! o Falls 

Casino Night 

Noosa Lakes 

Mt. Greville 

Poolside Bar-Bar-Q 

Mt. Ballow 

Progressive Tea 

Lobster Crk/ 
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Mt. Walker 

Booloomba Crk 

Film Night 

Wyberba 

Morteon Island 

Mt. Misery 

Change of Sex 

Cunninghams Gap/ 
Steamers 

Ngminations close on the Monday before the trip%social, 

O-O0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-Q-0-O-0-0-0-0-0-0 

At this point of t ime the commmittee wishes to extend to its 
friends and fellow members a very me rry Christmas and a happy New 
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EDIIR 

oi the ciub calenlar for next year has been drawn up ad 

Drinte What e**ily does it nean. For some it means a tough bugger 

CA ti:ne tryingto organise these trips, For others it me ans a real 

200 time, à chanCe to get ot from the city and enjoy the bush, for 

Oti.erS it $ 3 chence to boot their own enlarged ego and for the 

noT SC fen ii Ls their opportunity to have a bitch and wonder why 

iuhey oven ge bushwa king 

iLALAN 

Now i navar before the c'ub has come to its lOW point. It no longer 

JElOngs to the same category as the original 3risbane Catholic 
-t is no Bushwaiki Ciuh wnen vOy think about it. The same 

JOrger here jeause ove the vears people have become shallower 
in th ir erSoralities, narrowe in mind, änd generally have 
adcpted the I'n alright Jacki att 
The bigge st prcbiem Poblem at the hw .i 
bushwalkinC cuh annot an xCRe to conc 
with a #ew eX, ions into ihe busn, 
Tnis wi.li rot 

POSIT!ONS VCANT, 

.à lot cf differece but it helps to make people 
morsaware and think o just wihat is happenng and how he 
can heip, that is if ne wanis to lend his nand to someone else 
instead of uiminat ine in nis o self gains 

Y. MC,A 

PAGE 3 

BULLDING 

vacancy ezists f0r a de.ega*e to Federatior.. The person to 
fill! tiis pusitior: shouG be keen and willing to attend he 
inorrthy sneetings ad repEt 0 the club members at the onthiy 
Generi Meetirgs. 

ANN SIREET CITY. 

is that thçs is a 
ate in large groups 

Speaking cf Gener2i Meeting8 th riext General Meeting, for those 
who misi4 the iast wi e ho.d on the l8th December in 

OFPOSTE SI.. CENS CAIHEDRAL 

EDITR. 

IF YOUR 4 NMEMIER YUD BEITER OT:: 

r she 

(30u) 



DECEMBER 1972 

SNAKE ! 

JILALAN PAGE 4 

For many just the word invokes shrinkning feelings of 
fear and disgust . A loathing of the so-called slimy slithery 
serpent exists in s0 many people. Yet this aversion is not 
inherent but simply an attitude passed down through generations. 

In Australia particu rly, this inst ant recoil might secn. to 
be wel1 founded, for Australia is a country well endowed with 
reptiles, Indeed, they occur from the humid rainforest areas 
of Nth Qucensland to the summit of Mt. Kosciusko in the south. 
From cool Tasmania to the deserts of inland Australia, reptiles 
are ocCupying. the widest range of ecological niches. 

All reptiles belong to class Reptitia of the, animal kingd om. 
This class is divided Into four órders, only one of which will 
intre st us here, the order Squamata, Futher di*un of the 

order, into two sub-orders give s us sub-order Sauia (1izards) 
and sub-order Serpentes(snakes). Lizard s do not generally 
suf fer; at least to the same extent, the fate that awaits 
snak�s when hey encounter man-death, Australian:lizards are 
harmless ard because of the high number of insects spiders 
and sna ils that they eat, they may be considered more ' antagas 
advantage ous than the reverse, Iheir conservation is considered 
deserved, if not because they are of any use to man, then by 

However, should snake conservation re ally de serye thinking 
about? Australia has about 140 types of snake s, falling into 
five: families. One family, the Hydrophiidae, contains the sea 
snakes. All have a venom apparatus and fangs for paralysing 
their prey and sone are highly dangerous, but as a family they 
are rarely encountered Meetiings with man are confined to 
infrequent sightings in tidal rock pools and crevices, or 
perhaps on the beach where they have been washed, up during a 

storm, Their movemen't s are extremely handicapped by being out 
of their natural element and invariably die unless they can 
make it back to the sea. Meet ings in such places as coral reefs 
and atolls may be more fre quent and care should be taken when 
swimming or diving in the se warmer sower areas 

Lard s:3kes, however, are more likely to be se eñ, and it is 
the sewhich invari.ably coma to mind when snakes àre ment ioned. 
Four £amiies are represented in the terre rial snakefauna 
L¬ 1st dangero113 is the the fanily Thyplopidae , the wOrm snakes, 

which number d species. They are small worM lik: 
burrowNer S, rarely found above ground, All are harmless and 
are infrequent ly met. Pythons are better known, and belong to 
the sub-family Pythoninae of the family Boidae, Ten examples 
live in Australia, ranging from the large scrub python (average 
length about 15feet ) to the tiny childrens python at than 
4 fett. Pythons have no f angs and kill their prey by 
asphyxiation, wrapping coils around the victim and constricting 
to prevent respiration. De spite this grim description 
Australian phythons are harmless to man with the possible 
exception of the very large scrub python, and these 
inhabit only largely inaccessible far north rn rain forest s. 

the curiosity they provoke and their lack of malevalence. 
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inhabit only large ly inaccess ible far northern rain foregts. 
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Family Calubridae contains some dozen species, belonging to tour Sub-tamilies. Such bizzare reptiles as the aquatic file snakes and 
Slender tree-snakes belong to this grouping. It is in this family too 
that We see the first appearence of fangs and associated venoms 
on land, A few freshwater snakes and the brown tree snake have fangs 
in bhe back of the jaw, They kill for food with the aid of venom 
injected by these fangs but are harmless to man as the venom is 
of a mild toxicity and injected in such small quantities. Once 
again, most frequent specific niches where man is not often met. 
If ony for, thËs re ason, their preservat ion continues. 

It is the family Elapidae which deserves a hea lthy respect. Such 
diverse member_ as the Cobras and Coral snakes are found in this 
family but it is only in Australia that they have rea çhed such 
diversification, Over seventy represent ives occur here and all 
have venom glands and fangs, thelatter located at, the tips of 
the top jaw. Rapid death to their prey is inevitable due to the venom 
injected from a bite. Surely it would be to our advantage to eradicate 
these potenti�l killers, 

Let's take a' quick lock at t 
family Elapidae constitute 63% of 
venomous back fanged snakes' 
snake s are te chhiçally 
snake-wo rms be discountodb 

is riddled with death. 

: 

ature of our enemy. Members of the 
all Australian land snakes, If the 

8akes aro includod,"3 of 
grarely seen the syb-terránean.: 

then. thÇ figure appro£che s 80%. The bush 

Of course thËs is not _ Dn+y a small perc e of the Elapidae are dangeroue to. mar. Fo example, d�aths have beer c rded from bites by the tiger snáke, ath addep, brówn _nàke, ånd rough Scaled snake, 'A tew others _uch as the broad headed snake and atephen $ 
branded snake warramt treating with caution but are usually only found in total sanctuaries. Nearly all other technically venomous Snakes are small innocåous creatures with only venom of sufficent strength to kill their prey- small lizards,; frogs and insect s, Thia vast r nrity is hamless ti man, 

This fact is becoming increasingly well known and backyard snake running has a small but growing number of devotees. The resultant booming pet shop trade in harmless Snakes is regrettable. Snakes are highly nervous; delicate creatures with special appetites. They need special care in order to survive in capivity and this is invariably not possible within the confines of a noisy, Crowded pet shop. The captured snakes emaciate and die, either while in the pet shop cage or shortly afterwards in the purchasers cages, For people with an interest in snakes it is far better to learn about them by observations at zoos and reptile parks where they are better cared for It will be for a more rewa rding and usefull study as it is the best wav to discovei tne natural behaviour of snakes, 
Interrupting the delicate balanc of our environment can have a dicástrous result. The deadly snakes pre-viously mentioned can never hope for protection, this WOuld never work in reality anyhow, But all the other snakes are needed to help play a role in this natural 
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SNAKE (contd) 

environme nt . The blossomirg of rodent popul: ns, for ezample would 
be control!ed their bredators werent wantonly killed, Many snakes 

eat mice and raS. 

At the mo.nent there is a depressing lack of acknowledgeme nt of snakes 
as such in the various State Fauna Acts and Ordinances. F auna conservation conservation is the prerogative of the State Governme nt s and the is a 

lack o unifoznity resulting fron the various criteria on which 
Conservation laws were introduced in the respective States. Snakes are regarded as vemin in most States and as such can be killed without 
a permit . Prop0 sed new Acts and amenc.ments in sone States maY be more 
selectiva r here some hope may be. Theozntical protection in a Fauna Act is not the only remedy, Pubiic opinion needs to be altered 
and education at an early age is desiraably as conservation as a whole 
is a concept a way of life, not legal jargon on a piece of paper. 

With education, comes the knowledge o properly proteçt our snake s 
so important: to have at hand, With education comes the knowledge of 
potential medical use_ of s:na ke venom and its component s; the 
knowledge that not only cuddly little Koalas need protection; th? 
knowledge that conservation as a whole warrant s no qualifications. 
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The next iine you find a serpent in a sottled area, have it collected 
by an expert if you can; a: least see that iy is carefully and humanely 
destroycd. The revt time ycu come across 2 serpent out in its own 
domain, either c 3si.na road or just sunning itself near a log think 

of all the unde sireab! nronne nta changes we are witne ssing: 
consider its p�zt in te eslogical format of the area 

If sucestions come to kill it, first spare a thought. 
It is ona o nans iess dancerous eremies. 

NEW Y. R 

O.-0-0-0-C-0-0-0-0-0 

Yes, there will be one this year !! 

O'Rielly 's swings at New Year and wel1 be there to he lp things along. Contact Tom Plunkett. 598646, if you need some paying passengers f or your car or if you neec transport. There will be a do 
as - ycu - 1ike basecamp but remember to bring both walking boot s 

BRuNG 
S0. 

$TEAK 
SENT 

and dancing boots for the NCW YEAR ACTION! 
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ITTERS 0 THE EOIT OR 

IJAAN 

HO! LONG WILL THIS CLU3 LASI? 

The re are four actors which keep this club alive: 

PAGE 7 

Firstly, thi is mainly a Brisbane clçb, that is, tho vast 
majority of the members live in Brisbane and there seems to be 
Iittle posibility of any change coming about in this respect. 

The Cathoiic elemeni of the clib is another vital factor. This is 
rigidiiy enforced by membership rules, Over the years there has 
been discussion on changing the rules brt the only result of this 
has been that we allo" a memkors non-catholic spouse to join the 
Club. At preser our activity as a club in the fie lc of religion 
is not good at £ll, This can' be seen by the attendance at the annual 
religious func+ ions. 

The othe: two factor are that we are bushwalkers and that we do 
thinge toçethcr as : ciu:. At precent both these aspects are in 
a very puor state, 

Of all ti.: or fac:tors, i conside that bushwalking is the one 
which keers the club t.ogethe. This is certainiy not to devalue 
the Cat.ho:ic raturo of tha c.uk bit if ais clib is to survive, 
peopie ae going to h.sve to do scra ea! bushsalking, which 
means weeked a? s 27i, if OSSiB .e, tiough--walks, Day wa lks 

So far this wear the club has nad oniy orne hard throughwalk, 
Mt. Barney, À11 the othe throug!.wqlkss should be within the 
capacity of each ciib member. Sore tiaining may be necessary 

for a rnerbers first throughwalk but after that the walks should 
not presen ¿ny problems. 

Lest tise be any doubt abu:it ihe volue and beniiits of the club, 
I wovid xiez you to the nay "iorthhile and lanting riendships 

which nave grcn through ectiva nonberchip. Our club is unique in t 
that it ir the.ly ruely buchwelkg lib which cwns its own 
hut at Ba:n9y Cree!:. This hut, used b' our own members as well as 
other bu:hvalking cl.ubs and pzivate people, is worth a graet 
deal to us hor in terms of money value ond for our pleasure. It is 
worth keeping o9 c}.ub activa in order to rainta in the hut in 
good repair. 

Some people might bleme cha piucent 1o" point of club activity 
on to poor managenC i b!t 3 inember of tihe pre sent Committee 
and the-provious Cornittes I feei that I must point ot that this 
is not the case l the ent apathy of cone members has rubbed 

and ba se ranns terr tn cui to ha b!1 Sh pic.1ics. In the heyday 
of the clup his was not the case. Baecamper tried to valk 
more niles .nan touahwakers. 
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i Duid ony g receni. The Coramittee 
.ir inber into taking part in the 
usI1aly met vith apathy and it is imposible 

off on to inc Coii tee 
hes coni.inuä.! icu iC 
cluh s activil: ias ii has 
to arange brillitt ips ard so:ials if membcrs do not take 

part in he ucua! reeke: l IpS. 
The mmediate roblen facing he club is the filling of vacancies 
for Genrai Go.mittee wOk ccuring at the end of MArch J.973. 
A 5irnificant number cf th: pre sent ommitia, f or various 
reas.3 vwill not be stand ing agein, and ore reason is that 
peope C sh to work £o a bushwalking that does go buskwalking. 
At resent nere is nothir: o ce di sheartening than to have to 
cance a trip for lack of nonin:iCns and lately this has been the 
cause of Coniitee not putting or scne ti.ps. 
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From mý own exp-nienso, I wouid say that it wouid be a nove lty 
to hear of anyone appoa ching the club to put on a wa lk in a 
partiCular area, and I bolieve this applies t all Comnittee 
merr'cers cn all topics, At or monthly meetings it has been a 
long tine since I heard someone i:terested enogh to critize 
the Committee n a constructive wey. 

Fnailv, f this ciub i: to suVive, I urge 2 rembers both 
younc ar oid io ac ishwaking n their clus and tå take a 
qreau interest. 

The ce:iion s yos. Do yo" car about your club? 
Russe]. Ne1sOn. 

IT IARK ND STORiN NIGHT 
I: ves Fica: ruaht, the 17ti of Novenber when we left Brisbane, 
Toy ::"ict, 3rian iclizhor, usse! Nelso:n and Ig for a weekend 
throu;h"aing ir! the u CceK area, 

We arIived ai the Galtex g rig? near Warwick between-9 and 9.30 
P.M. Aftor well de cerred cup of coffe9, etc. , We choofed off to 

Y3ngan which is on t'ie c to Emu Creek where we ctoppec at the 
school hoyse to drop of r: wife aita and iargaret our babb 
who wore spori the eeend Nih Ritais father, the local school 
tea2r ie we so co220 up 0ate i.:nf o:maticn on the 
cor.iiion oi th Emu Croel. 0c iron Lyì.e McCoisi whose father 

About iP.M. v arrivod at Er:l Vale wnere we met J ohn McCann, 
the Fore ctry Ranger n rbanvi1 lo and subsequcntly the 
'orig inator, opps chiscovereg of ho "Nissing Linc More of 
that hercafter. 

After forcirc fic GIee: 
of "bush tr" osnn 

S6iags and ccverig sevcal more miles 
j.t hrt of ? sn cro3sing beside a 

R3 yre hi: and soft. 

owns land on: thc ek. 

tunblec dow: Ged. heth: 
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