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BRISBANE CATHCLIC BUSHWALKING CLUB
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DECEMBER 1969

Monthly General Meetings are held on the third Monday of
each month in the Temperance Hall, Canberra Hotel
(Edward St. entrance). The next meeting will be held on
Monday 15th. December at 7.30p.m. Visitors welcome.

OFF ICE BEARERS

CHAPLAIN ' Rev.Fr. M. Keohane O.,M. I. 6 4422
PRESIDENT Paul Skehan Ex.314 - 31 0201
VICE FRESIDENT Michael Grigg

GENERAL SECRETARY Paul Wijngaarden ' 7 3655
OUT INGS SECRETARY Larry Corkran 36 4326
TREASURER Gavin Clancy ) 48 5391
SOCIAL SECRETARY Kathleen Vingoe ' 48 6178
S & T OFFICER John Walker 81 5009

COMMITTEE MEMBERS A

Leon Buchanan 49 1109  Bernice Caffery 66 9544
Laurie Kearney - Denise Thompson -
EQUIFMENT HIRE - . Larry Corkran 36 4326
EQUIFMENT PURCHASE =. Paul Wijngaarden 7 3655
EMERGENCY OFF ICER - _ Kevin Herlihy 39 2309
NOTE:~- Where a party is overdue, the cnus is on parents

To Telephone the Emergency Officer if they are concerned
over their son/daughter's safety. Please do not ring
before 9,0p.m, at the earliest.
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“ EDITORIAL
L by Leon Buchanan

“Roll on, those lazy, hazy, crazy days of .
Summer® go the wocrds of a popular song. Well it's here,
the 'Goog Old Summertime.? There are those who think
that it's much too hot to go bushwalking when the sun
rides higher and longer in the sky; 2 those who think
‘mad dogs and bushwalkers go out in the midday sun® to
vary a Ncel Coward theme.

Don't you believe it! ‘/hat better seascn to
go walking? The days are longer sc you can dc more
-and go further! You don't have to rush up mountains
and cown valleys to reach ycur campsite before dark;
and think of the joy of actually being able to see
what you are cooking AND eating!

What more could you ask? Now con't be too
greedy! Seriously though, this is the time to get out
and about. You can swim in cool mountain streams,
relex in the shade of tall gums and sit around a camp=-.
fire in the warm evenings. You do do some walking in
between!

Now exams are over for many, and the holiday
season approaches, there is an opportunity to make up
for lost time, so why not swing into the summer
season and go bushwalking? The Outings procgramme
features many ideal summer trips so why not come along
and enjoy yourself in the company of fellow walkers?

Summer also recalls the season of Christmas
so may I on behalf of the Committee, extend to all
members, their families and friends the wish for a
Happy and Holy Christmas. Next year, 1970, begins
a new decade full of exciting promise, so be a part
~of it and start this summer making your slocgan
"Walk out into the seventies.®
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CLUB CALENDAR:

FRIDAY 12TH.. DECEMBER

MONDAY 15TH. DECEMBER

- NEW YEAR
SUNDAY 11TH. JANUARY
SATURDAY 17TH. JANUARY
MONDAY LOTH. J;WU,’;RY
LONG WEEKEND 23/26 JAN.

SUNDAY 1ST. FEBRUARY
WZZKEND 13/15TH. FEB. .
MONDAY 16TH. FEBRUARY
SATURDAY 21ST. FEBRU:RY
WEEKEND 27TH/LST. MARCH
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Christmas_Party,:
Generél-Meeting;j;

Carnarvon Gorgé ::5”day trip.
Daywalk - Northbrook Creek.
Social - Captain Cook Night.

General Meeting.

Base Camp/Throughwalk ~ Cataract
: ' - River.

Daywalk - Mount Misery.

~ Motorised Base Camp - Nth. Coast.

General Meeting,
Social. |

Base Camp/Throughwalk - O'Reilly's.

-

The only time man finds the goint too
easy is when he is'going down the hill.
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COMING EVENTS IN DETAIL: |
FRIDAY 12TH. DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS PARTY:

The Christmas Party will be held this year
at the Mater Christi Hall belonging to the Oblate
Fathers at Eagle-Junction. The address is 51 Norman
Parade, Eagle Junction and the Hall is situated directly
behind the Church.

: Admission for this, the grand Social event
of the year will be only 21.00 plus of course, the
usual -40¢ present for Santa's bag. This year, due to
rising costs, Santa won't be in a position to give a
reciprocal present tc anyone who hasn®t contributed
one tc his bag.

The Social Secretary advises that dress
for boys should be casual, and suggests that the
girls use their imagination! Time of commencement -
eight o'clock.

MONDAY 15TH. DECEMBER - GENERAL MZETING TEMPERANCE
TALL, CANBERAA HOTEL AT 7.30D.M.

Be ready to be asked for your views on
last month's photc competition. A healthy discussion
will bring out some pointers for the organizers of
next year's competition. '

Those West Australian Tourists are
hoping to bring West Australia to the Meeting, but
are finding time short. If this show is not ready
Pat and Bernice will rescreen the slides taken on
their New Zealand holiday. We can't speak yet for
the W.A. slides but the New Zealand series is as
good as you will ever see. - For future reference
'phone number of Air New Zealand is 31.2548.

Anyone who missed out on the National
Parks stickers will have first priority on the
second batch at the Meeting.
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§ NEW YEAR TRIP 30TH. DECEMBER/ATH. JANUARY - CARNARVON GORGE:
i

"

4 Leader~ Larry Corkran Time- - 7,.30p.m. Tuesday

¥ Nominations- A.S.A.F. Fare- not more than 15,00,
- Departs~ North Quay (behind Tupreme Courts).

it Emergency Officer- (39,2309) Kevin Herlihy.

5 The dates are now definite and the trip is on.
¥ There are 13 nominations to date, another 11 will bring the
% fare down to the target and any nomination above that will
g lower the fare further. Check on your holiday situation

' now and please nominate as scon as possible,

b The Carnarvons are part of the Great Dividing
#Range (which does not follow the coast) and should be

i known to most Club members, Their attractions should also
i be well known thanks to the wide tourist promotion.

i It is hoped to spend almost three days at the
4 camp site, thus allowing a pleasant base camp and an

# energetic through-walk, If Father Kechane (or another

b priest) can go it will greatly simplify Mass arrangements
it but nothing has yet been finalized.

v Water should be no problem this year but take
#as much as is convenient just in case. . A

: The wet weather alternative is the Warrumbungles
. but let's hope for fine weather and make the most of this
%opportunity to have a bushwalking trip to the Carnarvons.

| SUNDAY 11TH. JANUARY - DAYWALK - NORTHBROOK CREEK:

¢ Leader=~ Thea Sanders Time~ 9,.00a,.m,
- Nominations- Monday 5th. Jan. Fare- 22,00

.. Departs- North Quay (behind Supreme Courts).
¢ EmeTgency Officer- (39.2309) Kevin Herlihy

. Access toc this area is by the Brisbane - Esk
w.road but the creek actually comes off the-Western side of -
i Mount Glorious., The B.B.W, S, & T. weekend of a few

g months back was held in this area which ocur observers
‘%decided would make a great daywalk, T
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The area is little known in bushwalking
circles but after you have seen it you will wonder why
- and it is only a small part of the huge mass of
bushwalking country in the D'Aguilar Range. Come and

- Jjoin the trend-setting swing toe D'Aguilar walking!

SATURDAY. 17TH. JANUARY - SOCIAL - CAPTAIN GCOK NIGHT:

_ The year will be 1970, but-on this night
we: will go back like Brigadeon, two centuries into the
mists of time - back to 1770 where we will join
Captain Cook as he first sets foot on Australian soil.

_ The soil on which the gallant Captain
first set fcot is believed in some circles to be at
31 Blomfield Street, Moorocka (now the home of Kathy
Vingoe) and it is there that we hope to see you,
suitably attired in a costome of the era, ready for

your journey back through time. More details next

circular.

T ——————

'TO YOU WHO PASS BY:

Ye who pass by and would raise your hand
against me, hearken ere you harm me. I am the heat
of your hearth on the ccld winter nights; the friendly
shade screening you from the summer sun; and my
fruits are refreshing draughts quenching your thirst
ds ycu journey on.

I am the beam that holds your house, the

~board of your table, the bed on which you lie, and the

timber that builds your boat. I am the handle of your
hce, the door of your homestead, the wood of your
cradle, and the shell of your coffin. -

I am the bread of kindness and the

- flower of beauty. Ye who pass by listen to my prayer:

HARM ME NOT.

A Notice on a .tree in a Spanish park.
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TASMANIA'S UNTAMED HEART:  (Part 1) '

by Michael A. Keohane, O.M.1I,

Tasmznia falls like a tear drop from the continent of
Australia, - A small sea girt state, comprising 26,215 sq.
miles in area, it is famed for its picturesque lakes,
impetucus rivers, rugged mountains, beautiful waterfalls
and steep gorges. Though small in size (a little freckle
as it were, on the map of the world), Tesmania, especially
Western T smania, is acclaimed one of Australia's finest
mountain resorts. The South west corner of the island is
still virtually uninhabited it is covered with scrub of
incredible density which has defied the explorer even to
this day. Here in 1960, Sir Edmund Hillary of ount Everest
fame was turned back in an attempt to explore a peak.

Situated in the centre of wWestern Tasmania is the Lake
St. Clair - Cradle Mountain Naticnal Park, a scenié reserve
and wild life sanctuary, crom Waldheim at the Northern end
of the park to Cynthia Bay at the South is approximately 60
miles through an area of 336,000 acres. The inaccessability
of the Cradle Mountain Resérve is part of its lure and has.
been aptly termed the “Untamed Heart of Tasmania.® Since the
area is uninhabited and has no through roads, all supplies
must be carried by pack and sufficient to last at least five
days, FPrimitive huts, at convenient distances apart provide
shelter. The .track is clearly defined and marked but anyone
doing the trip is advised to travel well equipped as extremes
of weather may be experienced, and also in a party with three
as a minimum for safety. The latter advice I disregarded
convinced that with proper precautions, the true way to enjoy
the wonders of the Reserve and capture the spirit of the early
ploneers who penetrated into the region over a century ago
without maps or tracks, was to wander alone.

The trip from Cradle Mountain to Lake St., Clair offers

.. @ great variety of scenery.tc.the hiker ard. a wealth of

botanical and geological wonders to the scientist. Sone
sciecntists claim that this area represents the remant of a
lost Continent - a Continent which extended to South America

i
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from which marsupials migrated and became modified -in form
in Australasia. The deciduous beech, commonly calied
‘Fagus,” the only native tree which loocses its leaves in
autumn, shows affinity to the South American beech. The
Cirass trees are living fossils of the Mesozoic age, when
great palm trees and grass trees flourished. Now only
this highland remains while the rest of the continent has
weathered away and lies buried forever beneath the
Southern Ocean. -

My journey through the Reserve began at ‘aldheim.
Here a Ranger resides and visitors are expected to inform
him of their propcsed movements. A chalet anc the newly
erected cottages provide accommocation. The chalet 1is
built of pine, hewn and dressed by axe. Quaint and rustic,
even primitive, yet comfortable, it harmonizes with the
wild surroundings. It was crected in 1912 by Gustaf
i indofer who came originally on a botanical expedition
and became popularly known as the “Hermit of Cradle .
Mountain.: A native of Tyrol, he saw in the rugged peaks,
pine forests, valleys and hills, a likeness to his
native land. He called the place -“Waldheim® (mountain
home) and he lived there for over twenty years. an
excellent linguist and student of natural history, he
frequently contributed to scientific journals in Europe
end America. There is vivid evidence of his love cf
nature and wild life in the tamed kangarocs and
oppossums that approach the chalet with no fear of humans,
and accept food proferred to them by visitors. -

Before leaving Waldheim a visit to the wayside
museum is well worth while. When I began my five day
trek, mist obscured the landmarks and distant peaks, while
Cradle Mountain with -.its columnar precipices frowned down
at me as I swung scuthward across the valley. My pack
weighed 40 lbs. if not mocre and seemed tc grow heavier as,
following the track which rapidly ascends the plateau, I
skirted the mountain below the dolerite scree slopes and
approached the ridge known as the -“Cirque.? On my right
three thousand feet below lay Crater Lake, misnamed, as
it lies in no crater, but in a glacial hollow gouged out
long ago by icy torrents. Here all around me was evidence
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of the long process of reduction by wind and water erosion
assisted by glacial acticn in the highlands and valleys.
Erratics and boulders carried by glaciers lay deposited
far from their place of origin, while green hummochs and
terminal morraine acted as dams forming picturesque little
lakes and tarns. Examples of these formations are alsc to
be secn on the ridge between Cradle Mountain and Barn
Blutf. Barn Bluff, a pillar of rock 5,114 feet in height
gracually unfolded itself as the morning nist, ‘like a
curtain, slowvly rolled itself back to the sky.

An alternative route-is over Hansen's peak, rather
steep for anycne with a heavy pack. This track leads one t
the southern side of the Cradle on to Lake Rodway where a
new Chalet has been built by the Launceston Walking Club
as a memorial to a teacher and pupil who perished there in
1967 and well deserves a visit. This was for another
occasion, so I pressed on and from the summit of the cirque
some 4,000 feet above sea level the track fell away sharply
into a valley aptly named waterfall Valley. Here in this
sequestered valley is a small hut and on this cccasion I
stopped tc boil the billy before proceeding on to open
country and Lake Windemere. h

AS early as 1821, George Augustus Rcbinson, .famed
as a ccnciliator of the Tasmanian aboriginals, penetrated
this region secking the aboriginal murderers of a Captain
B. Thomas. Again in 1834, Rcbinson mentions a frightful .
trip when he was waist decp in snow drifts., de is also -
~credited with bringing in the remnants of the last aborigine
tribe, which had cconcentrated in this area. Now there was .
no sign of life and no living creature to dispute my choice
or obstruct my path. Two hundred yards from Lake Windemere
was the 'hut, crude and unadorned; yet despits its crudeness,
it proved to be a haven of rest and provided shelter frmom
the ccld night air. '

e R . {continued next circular)
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AST WCNTH'S TRIPS:

_ November, traciticnally the month for exams and
ver¥ serious study, was a less active than normal month
so far as walking activity was concerned. '

" Nevertheless, on 9th. November, Garth Ccmerford
‘led a merry band of nineteen pecple from Broockfield to
the Gap via. Gold.Creek. Transpcrt by courtesy of the
B.C.C. proved mest exciting and the leader excelled
himself in having Mr. “hippy brought to the party. An
enjoyable, relatively easy day walk, appropriate for
the weather conditions.

On 2lst. to 23vd., November, a total of thirty-
four members attended a S. & T. weekend at the end of
Legan's Gorge in a very satisfactory setting,despite
tte rather long walk in, se¢ far as base-camps go.
Sé¢turday's training sessions had their complications
and the weather was rather rude for much of the merning.
However it provided a grand opportunity for a
demonstration on how to light a fire in damp conditions
without the assistance of any volatile liquid. Ffirst-
aid, Navigation, Abseiling techniques and camping
techniques were covered in varying degrees of
thoroughness in the limited time available. Sunday's
navigation exercise over six to eight miles toock six
hours. Splitting such a large party into only two
groups limited the usefulness of the exercise, as did
the apparent lack of enthusiasm clearly evident in
some cf the party. Nevertheless the experience will .
be helpful in crganising future events of this nature.
But oh! so few took their first aid kits on this walk!

A hurried departure from the campsite gave
certain members of the party an unfair amount o% -
cleaning up to do. 1It's amazing how the pleading (?)
that each person be responsible for his own rubbish .
tends to fall ondeaf ears. The last minute absence

of Fr. Keohane through illness, caught quite a few
unprepared for the sophistication of the city, when

the party returned to Brisbane for Mass at the Czthedral.
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NEWS AND VIEWS:

Highlight of the November General Meeting was
the Club's photographic competition where the members
judged the fifty-one entries of selections of slides.
The eventual winners were:-

First- Bernice Caffery - “Seascape”

Equal Second- Pat Lawton - "This is where it is*®
Egual Second- Larry Corkran- “Why Point Lookout

sunrises are famed.®

Members will have the opportunity of offering constructive
suggestions for improvement and/or variations for next
year's competition, at the December Meeting.

_ The meeting itself for the most part was a
‘relatively light hearted affair with entertaining reports
on the Obi Obi and Gold Creek cutings and the ernest
.exhcrtations to entice members tc atterd forthcoming
functions now that the exams were over.

On a more scmber note, the by-law published in
‘the November circular was tabled in terms of Section 20
of the Constitution and came into effect immediately.

An analysis of the composition of the present
membership disclosed the interesting and unusual fact
that there are ‘more males than females in the Club,
There -are 112 financial members with 7 married couples,
54 meles, and 44 females.

Congratulations to the following who have been
declared Ordinary Members:- Peter Herzog, John Rice,
Ncela Gilby, Terry Gould, Maureen ‘leston, Terry Panton.

Membership listas at end of October is attached.
The following additions and corrections should be noted.
Corrections- Rev. Fr. John (Power) O.D.C.
Cormelite Priory, St. Andrews Rocad, Minto.NSW.
John & Kathy Graham, -
1 €.A.D, Wallangarra, Q. 4383.







